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LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 4 

 Readings Sunday – 4th Sunday of Lent (C) 

       Weekdays –  4th Week in Lent 

Sunday    4th Sunday of Lent (C) 

Laetare Sunday 

Next Sunday   5th Sunday of Lent (C) 



Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH NEWS 

Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family. 
The next Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family will be at 11.00 

am Mass TODAY, Sunday 31st March. 

First Reconciliation 
A number of children from Sacred Heart, Hindsford, 

St.Richard’s, Atherton & St.Ambrose Barlow, Astley, will be 

making their First Reconciliation this week. Please keep 

them in your prayers as they celebrate this wonderful 

sacrament of unity and reconciliation. 

With You Always 
A note to all children and families in Year 4 at St.Richard’s, 

St.Ambrose Barlow & Sacred Heart, Hindsford, that the 

celebrations of First Holy Communion will take place this 

year on the following dates:- 

● May 4th at 11.00am in St.Ambrose Barlow 

Church. 

● May 11th at 11.00am in St.Richard’s Church. 

The next sessions will take place on the following dates: 
● Tuesday, April 2nd at 2.30pm in St Gabriel’s 
School. 

● Tuesday, April 23rd at 5.30pm in St.Richard’s 

Church. 

● Thursday, April 25th at 6.00pm in St.Ambrose 

Barlow Parish Hall. 

Churches Together in Atherton during Lent 
Every Sunday during Lent there will be a gathering of 

Christians in Atherton at 4.00 pm to celebrate our faith 

together. Instead of having our usual Lenten Talks, this year 

we are gathering at five different churches to celebrate our faith 

and tradition and to welcome all our sisters and brothers from 

the different Christian churches. Please make a date in your 

diary and try to come along to join us in prayer and 

thanksgiving every Sunday in Lent. Here are the remaining 

dates and venues:- 

- St.Richard’s Church on Sunday March 31st at 4.00 pm. 

- Atherton Unitarian Chapel on Sun 7th April at 4.00 pm. 

Happy Birthday, Brother John! 
Many of you will know Brother John, who has helped with the 

Chaplaincy Team at St.Mary’s High School for many, many 

years. Brother John celebrates a very “special” birthday on 

Tuesday this week. Please keep him in your prayers. We are 

so thankful for all the wonderful work and support he has given 

to us for so many years. Thanks, Brother John. Have a 

wonderful birthday – 21 yet again!!! 

Ladies Group 
The next meeting of the Ladies Group will take place on 

Tuesday, 2nd April at 2.00pm in St Ambrose Barlow Church 

Hall. Raffle: Stella Brown & Betty Copping. 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

  Today’s parable is one of the best-known and best-loved stories in the Bible. While it is usually called 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the focus is not only on the son and his repentance but on the father 
and the older brother. The older brother is resentful towards his brother’s self-indulgence and angry 
with his father for showing such great mercy towards him. Resentment has stolen his joy. He has 
been loyal to his father and his estate, he has been an upright member of the community, and feels 
he deserves to be the sole inheritor of his father’s wealth. The father’s mercy and love encompass 
both sons. He wants not only his younger son back, but his elder son as well. His mercy and 
understanding for them almost cost him both of them. But will the elder son respond to his father’s 
plea or remain stuck in his bitterness? Sadly we don’t know. Jesus’ parable ends with the father 
begging the elder son to forgive too. But we must remember that this is not a story that separates the 
two brothers into the good one and the bad one. It is only the father who demonstrates goodness. He 
wants both to share in his joy. “All I have is yours,” he says to the elder son. The father’s unreserved, 
unlimited love is offered wholly and equally. He does not compare the two sons. He expresses 
complete love for them both and accepts them as they are. 

  The Prodigal Son is that part of us which is rebellious and irresponsible with the gifts God has placed 
in our lives. We recognize him in ourselves when we go racing through the good experiences and 
things in life, unaware of the price and the indifference to long-term consequences. Perhaps the 
Prodigal Son in us makes us into “takers” who gather everything we can for ourselves, or squander 
everything we have. Perhaps we don’t show our appreciation for our parents and families. Today’s 
parable teaches us that God offers a second chance. Jesus calls for repentance and assures us that 
it is never too late to turn around our lives to bear fruit in God’s eyes. God doesn’t give up on us when 
we do things that are wrong and will always forgive us if we truly repent. And what can we learn from 
the older brother’s jealousy? Are we carrying any resentment which may be stealing our joy? Have 
we ever tried being less judgmental? How willing are we to reflect on this story or the rest of Lent, and 
do something about it so that Easter joy can be ours? Lent is an opportunity for new beginnings for 
ourselves and so perhaps we should take the opportunity to give each other a second chance. 
Perhaps think about someone who has wronged us or we may find difficult to get along with. What 
can we do to give that person a second chance? And finally, perhaps, which person from the story 
are we most like? The father? The elder brother? Or perhaps the Prodigal Son himself? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response:   Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Gospel Acclamation: I will leave this place and go to my father and say: 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’ 



Senior Citizens’ Party 
On behalf of everyone who attended the Senior Citizens 

Party last Saturday we want to say a big thank-you to Des 

and the team who worked so hard to give everyone such 

an enjoyable afternoon. All your hard work is very much 

appreciated. 

(Anon) 

Easter Triduum 
Readers and Eucharistic Ministers from Holy Family and 

St. Ambrose please sign up to the rota for the Triduum 

which is at the back of both churches. 

Walsingham 2019 
Many thanks to those who applied to go on the Walsingham 

Pilgrimage on Easter Monday. Can you please pay the 

balance as soon as possible. Please contact  Therese 

Thompson on 07780064502 or The Flower Shop, Smith 

Street, Atherton. 

Easter Cards to the Holy Land 
It is that time of year when we send Easter cards to parishes 
in the Holy Land as an act of solidarity. A selection of cards, 
produced by the Carmelite Sisters at Maryton Grange in 
Liverpool, will be on sale,  together with information sheets 
giving the details of the parishes in the Holy Land, at the 

back of church. We are asking for a minimum donation of 
50p. You are asked to place your signed and addressed 

cards in the box at the back of church and they will be 
packaged and sent together, at the beginning of April, to 
Jerusalem for distribution. This is the best way of ensuring 
that the cards reach their destination in a reasonable time. 

Easter Flowers 
If you would like the names of any of your loved ones to go 

on the Easter Flowers for St Richard’s then please write 

their names on an envelope and enclose a donation so that 

the list of names can be sorted out before Easter. Closing 

date is Palm Sunday, April 14th. 

If you wish to add a name of a loved one to the list to be 

displayed in St. Ambrose or Holy Family church please fill 

in the form at the back of church and tick which church you 

would like the name to be added. Any money with these 

forms will be taken as offerings for floral decorations for 

Easter. If you wish to have Mass celebrated please give 

name and offering in an envelope marked ‘Mass Intention’. 

Chrism Mass 

If you wish to go please sign the sheet at the back of church. 

Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 
Preparations for Synod 2020 will continue 

during 

Lent. As the Archbishop himself said in his 

Pastoral Letter for Synod Sunday 2018, 

the 

Synod is the time when we choose the path to walk on. 

Those who volunteered to be members are in the process 

of attending training sessions. We will continue to give you 

further updates regarding the process of the Synod because 

there may well be times when you are invited to contribute 

towards the Synod in terms of sharing your views concerning 

the future mission of the Church in the Archdiocese. Your 

views will be very important. Here is a reminder of the 

“Synod Timeline” for the first year. 

● Lent 2019 – Discernment Preparation. (Various 

dates) 

● 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area gathering of 

all Members. 

● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in 

Parishes. (Led by Members) ● 21st or 25th or 28th 

September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting) ● 

Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1. 

(One in each Pastoral Area) 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

      Offertory           £1,936.96       CAFOD Cyclone 
Appeal     £   675.56 
      CAFOD            £     90.75 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTION 

Today: Nugent Care - caring for children, 

disabled and disadvantaged people of all ages. 

Next Week: Catholic Blind Services 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

LENTEN SERVICES 

Please try your very best to do something extra for Lent this 

year. There are many different weekly services on in all the 

different churches. Come along and join us in prayer. 

Stations of the Cross 

St.Richard’s Church – Tuesday at 7.00pm. 

Holy Family – Wednesday at 6.30pm (before 7.00pm Mass). A 

rota is at the back of church for volunteers  or groups to lead 

the the stations. 

St Ambrose – Friday at 7.00pm 

Sacred Heart, Hindley Green – Friday at 6.15pm (before 

7.00pm Mass). 

CAFOD Lenten Reflections 

St.Richard’s – Wednesday at 10.00am. (More details below.) 

Early Morning Lenten Mass 

St Ambrose Barlow Church – Wednesday at 7.30am. 

Holy Family Church – Friday at 7.00am. (List for Ministers & 

Readers at back of Church.) 

A number of gatherings will take place with our friends from 

other Christian Churches. Please take note of the times and 

dates in each church or the notice below. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift 
of Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in 
our lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become 
the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 



Lenten Confessathon 
The annual Lenten Confessathon will take place in St. 

Joseph's Church in Leigh next Saturday, April 6th from 

10.30am until approximately 2 30pm. Please come along 

and join us in prayer and use this opportunity to celebrate 

this very important sacrament. 

Lent Reflections, with Laudato Si & Sunday 

Gospels 
These Reflections, produced by Liverpool Archdiocesan 

Justice and Peace Commission and CAFOD, will be held at 

St Richard’s House during Lent this year. Sessions will last 

about an hour and will be on Wednesday mornings at 10.00 

am (following Exposition) on March 27th, April 3rd and 

April 10th. 

Please come along if you can – you will be very welcome. 

St Joseph's Players Present : 'SEE HOW THEY 

RUN' 
A Farcical Comedy by Philip King. 

From Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th April. Curtain up 

7.30pm. 

Advance Tickets now available on line at 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-josephs-

players Or pay on the door on the night. 

Adults £10 & 16 yrs and under £5. 

Bar Raffle & refreshments available 

Enq. stjosephsplayers1@gmail.com 
The Mikado 

The Three Towns Operatic Society are performing a special 

50th Anniversary production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Mikado” in 

May. The performances, in St.Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, take place 

between Tuesday 14th May – Saturday 18th May. Tickets are 

priced at £11 and £13 and are available by phoning 

01942605369 or 676594, or online at www.thethreetowns.net 

HCPT Golf Day 
Any wonderful golfers out there fancy giving Fr.Paul a lesson?! 

He needs them! Once again HCPT are organizing a Golf Day 

at Westhoughton Golf Club on Thursday 23rd May with a 

“shotgun” start at 1.00pm. there are lots of prizes up for grabs 

and all proceeds go towards HCPT. Fr.Paul Senior has been 

asked to make up two teams. If you would like to play please 

contact Fr.Paul asap. Price is £120 per team, therefore £30 per 

person which includes food before and after the round. 

 

Reflect 

This week’s Gospel is the story of the Prodigal Son. Many of 
us have found ourselves in any of the role of the younger son 
or the elder son within the parable. All of us sin from time to 
time and all of us are jealous of others at times. We also have 
the capacity to forgive others in the unconditional manner that 
is portrayed in the parable...... but how often do we actually 
forgive others so generously? 

Pray 

O my God, because you are so good, 

am very sorry that I have sinned against 
you,and by the help of your grace, I will not 
sin again. 

Act 

God will always forgive us if we turn back to him. This week 
try to show this same unconditional love and forgiveness to 
others in your life. 

Challenge 

‘Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, 

leave the rest to God...’ (Ronald Reagan) 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent 
in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock 

Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 



Please pray for those who have died 
recently: 

Teresa Unsworth 

Jennifer Whittam 

Bryan Graham 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

Yvonne Mellin 
+ 
Addition this week 

Amy Turnbull 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 

Week Beginning 

31st March 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

 SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Emma Newton 

11.00 am 

Frances Gordon 

Harris 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Margaret Duffy 

11.00 am 

Joe Rigby 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Catherine O’Connor 

9.30 am 

   In Thanksgiving. 

Aniela Koryl. 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 
 9.15 am 

Barbara Johnston 

               9.15 am 

Bernadette Bates 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm 

Teresa Unsworth 

7:30 am 

Joan Clegg 9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Wyn & Alfred Brown 

 9.15 am 

Jean Gorse 

FRIDAY 

7.00 am 

May Kennedy 

Early Mass in Holy 
Family Church 

10.00 am 

Parishioners 

Mass in St Gabriel’s 

School 

 9.30 am 

Mass in Sacred Heart 
School) 

Alan & Mary Charlton 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 

Margaret Dermody 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

6.00 pm 

Mildred Hughes 

6.00 pm 

Maria Conneely 

Dennis & Mary Ellams 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Michelle Callan 

11.00 am 

Amy Turnbull 11.00 am 

Brian Lloyd 

9.30 am 

Malcolm Laithwaite 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our family 

of 

Faith 

Olivia Withers 

Jenson Mayoh 

May God bless them and their 

families. 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family 

& 

Confessions after both 6.00 pm Masses 
in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 



READINGS 
FOR NEXT 

WEEKEND Fifth 
Sunday of Lent 

First Reading – Isaiah 

43:16-21 

The prophet Isaiah assures the Jews 

exiled in Babylon that there will be a new 

Exodus. This message of hope should 

inspire ourselves today. 

Second Reading – 

Philippians 3:8-14 

Paul has willingly sacrificed everything 

for the privilege of knowing Christ. He 

hasn’t yet arrived but is still running the 

race of salvation. 

Gospel Reading – John 

8:1-11 

Jesus refuses to condemn a 

woman caught committing 

adultery. 


